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PuSh’s work mostly takes place on the unceded territories of the Coast Salish peoples, including the xʷməθkwəy̓əm 
(Musqueam), Skwxwú7mesh (Squamish), and səl̓ílwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) First Nations. In 2025, we were also grateful to 
host an event in Ts’elxwéueqw, the ancestral territory of the Stó:lo people. It is our duty to establish right relations with the 
people on whose stolen territories we live and work, and with the land itself.
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Mission & Values
We are thrilled that the organizational review work of the past five 
years has led to a new mission, vision, and values for the PuSh 
Festival, which will form the foundation for our future planning.

Dear PuSh Community,

As we reflect on the 2025 PuSh Festival, it’s clear 
that this year has been a landmark celebration, not 
only of our 20th anniversary but of the audacity, 
vulnerability, and resilience inherent in live 
performance. In a world where connection and 
authenticity can often feel fleeting, we reaffirmed the 
power of live arts to transport us to new dimensions, 
creating spaces for play, reflection and collective 
regeneration. This Festival embraced alterity, 
exploring fluidities in gender, identity and culture, 
and shifting paradigms for how we relate to our 
environment and each other.

The 2025 Festival also underscored our ongoing 
commitment to inclusivity and internationalism. 
We made significant investments in work from the 
Global South, anchored national tours for racialized 
trans and gender-non-binary artists, and nurtured 

new collaborations with cultural organizations 
like Latincouver and We The Roses Foundation. 
Guided by consultation and reflection, we expanded 
accessibility initiatives through Accessible PuSh and 
introduced new cultural protocols, ensuring safer 
spaces of care and kinship. 

This year’s success was made possible by the 
tireless dedication of our incredible staff, who 
ensured that each performance and interaction 
was infused with thoughtfulness and intention. 
Their contributions, along with the sold-out 
performances, and an electrifying atmosphere of 
public engagement, made this year’s Festival truly 
unforgettable.

This was also a year of transition, marked by the 
departure of Keltie Forsyth as Director of Operations 
and Dr. Margo Kane as Director of Indigenous 
Initiatives. We welcomed Annie Clarke as incoming 

Managing Director, Yvette Nolan as Board President, 
and Justin Neal as Vice-President. We are grateful 
for the incredible contributions of our outgoing 
staff, and excited to realize the vision of this new 
leadership team as we move into PuSh’s next 
chapter, carrying forward the lessons, connections, 
and artistic expressions that defined 2025. 

Thank you to the artists, audiences, donors, 
sponsors, community partners, board members and 
staff who made this year’s Festival possible. Your 
participation made PuSh 2025 the place to be—and 
together, we’ve created something that will continue 
to reverberate far beyond the Festival.

With gratitude, 
Gabrielle Martin 
Artistic Director 

Vision
We envision a society fully engaged in empathy 
and the arts, and activated by a festival that 
expands our sense of the world.

Mission
The PuSh Festival creates new possibilities for 
artistic expression and how we relate to one 
another. We present a performing arts festival 
that challenges our assumptions, facilitates 
deeper understanding, inspires the imagination 
and fosters meaningful connections.

Values
•	 Inter-cultural connection
•	 Transformative experiences
•	 Innovation & experimentation
•	 Social justice
•	 Care & reciprocity
•	 Accountability
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Welcome from 
Leadership
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Program Highlights

Dimanche
FOCUS & CHALIWATÉ COMPANIES 
// BELGIUM

Audiences experienced 25 works across 
17 venues, spanning dance, theatre, film, 
ballroom, and beyond.

Lasa Ng 
Imperyo
(A Taste of Empire)
RICE & BEANS THEATRE 
// CANADA

“Dimanche was one of the best 
performance pieces I’ve seen in years.”

BOGOTÁ
ANDREA PEÑA & ARTISTS
//  CANADA
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De glace 
(From Ice)
L’EAU DU BAIN
// CANADA

OUT
RAY YOUNG
// UNITED KINGDOM

L’Addition  
TIM ETCHELLS / BERT & NASI
// UK/FRANCE

The Goldberg 
Variations  
CLAYTON LEE
// CANADA

“The stretching of transitional 
social boundaries: The Goldberg 
Variations represented PuSh  
at its best.”

Walking at 
Night by 
Myself 

K BODY AND MIND 

SEEING DOUBLE
A WAKE OF VULTURES
// UNCEDED COAST SALISH TERRITORIESPH
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Transpofagic 
Manifesto 
RENATA CARVALHO
// BRAZIL Habitat  

PETRIKOR DANSE
// URUGUAY / TIOHTIÀ:KE MO,ONNIYANG, UNCEDED TERRITOIRES  
GUARDED BY THE KANIEN’KÉHAGA PEOPLE

Géométrie de vies  
COLLECTIF D’ART D’ART / STUDIOS KABAKO
// DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO

Residencies
PuSh in Development champions the development of new artistic projects and animates 
the local artistic ecology through knowledge exchange with visiting artists. 

This year saw the launch of our inaugural PuSh Residency with the following projects:

Joseph K. Kasau Wa Mambwe (Democratic Republic of Congo), Majula Drammeh and Thabiaso Kubheka 
Persson (Sweden) carried out two weeks of creative research for their futuristic (Afro)play What is already 
here? culminating in a public studio showing. Supported by VIVO Media Arts Centre.

Andréane Leclerc (Quebec) shared her somatic, 
contortion-inspired practice throughout the 
Festival with a variety of workshops and 
dramaturgy consultations held at the Scotiabank 
Dance Centre, SFU School for the Contemporary 
Arts and The Post at 750. Supported by the 
Training Society of Vancouver.
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The 2025 PuSh Festival Industry Series, held from January 28 to February 2, 2025, brought together 
over 230 arts industry professionals, including more than 30 international performing arts presenters, 
for a week of networking, professional development, and curatorial research activities. With 11 Canadian 
performances and multimedia experiences at its core, the Industry Series plays a critical role in market 
development and export for Canadian talent, while serving as a vibrant platform for dialogue on pressing 
industry issues. Participants engaged in roundtable discussions on topics such as Indigenous futures, 
decolonial practices, and expansive dramaturgy. The program also included artist talks, studio visits, 20 
tour-ready project pitches and off-programming from community partners. 

Industry Series

With support from 
the Roundhouse 
Community Arts & 
Recreation Centre

“It felt like we were talking about 
so many of the really challenging 
issues that are facing not 
only our sector and artist 
communities, but our society 
more broadly. But beyond just 
talking about them, PuSh really 
brought us together to work on 
solutions and to talk about tools 
and strategies that we might be 
able to enact all over the world 
in our communities to uplift 
and support the work of the 
incredible artists that we all  
love and value and cherish.  
I saw some incredible work 
presented and I just came 
home feeling so uplifted and 
invigorated and connected and 
ready to go — ready to make 
change. Thank you PuSh!”
– Kate Britton (Artistic Director of 
Performance Space,  based on Gadigal 
land in Sydney, Australia)

“Because I showed The Goldberg 
Variations at PuSh, it will tour the 
world… we unlocked so many 
conversations with presenters 
in North America, Asia, Asian 
Pacific regions, Europe, etc.  
It’s given me the kind of visibility 
I’ve always craved as an artist.”
– Clayton Lee (The Goldberg Variations)
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Volunteers

We are so grateful to our volunteers, who are key to helping the Festival run smoothly each year. 
For our 2025 Festival, PuSh’s generous volunteer community was there to offer a warm welcome to 
audience members, and connect them to this year’s take-home experience, THIRST TRAP. They also 
put in a huge amount of work behind-the-scenes, from transporting artists to distributing program 
guides all over the city.

“If you are part of 
the arts community, 
PuSh is the festival 
for you. If you are 
not, PuSh will 
broaden your 
horizons in ways 
you can't begin to 
imagine.”

This year 96 volunteers 
contributed 865 hours 
to the Festival. 

Youth Program
Delivered in partnership with Surrey’s Solid State Community  
Industries since 2021, the PuSh Festival’s “Elevate” program 
centres racialized and newcomer youth from outside Vancouver’s 
urban core. It supports access to contemporary arts by providing 
tickets to PuSh shows, workshops with Festival artists, shared 
meals, and transportation. 

This year, the program expanded to include 9-month mentorships 
between youth participants and local artists that culminate in a 
summer showcase. This showcase is produced by Symposia, an 
event-producing collective formed by 2022 youth program alumni.

•	 114 discounted Youth 
Passes sold ($20 for 4 shows)

•	 5 workshops for IBPOC Surrey-based youth,  
led by local and visiting artists

•	 4 nine-month mentorships
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20th 
Anniversary

In celebrating PuSh’s twentieth anniversary, we took the 
opportunity to look back and commemorate the profound 
impact PuSh has had on Vancouver’s cultural landscape 
since the inaugural Festival kicked off in January 2005 
under the leadership of Norman Armour and Katrina Dunn. 

We dedicated season 2 of our PuSh Play podcast to 
interviews with the artists who have defined PuSh over the 
last 20 years, and this is what some of them had to say:

“What is a festival? Festivals 
still remain one of the most 
important places where 
aesthetic conversations can 
be shared across international 
boundaries and PuSh is one 
of the few places in Canada 
where that happens.” - Milton Lim

“Every year the programming 
has always had these pieces 
where you’re like ‘so glad I saw 
that, because now I know that 
that exists’.” - Josh Martin

“I think PuSh is one of the 
most important festivals not 
only locally but in Canada, and 
the cultural context of PuSh 
is that awareness that things 
are constantly shifting and we 
need speak about them, we 
need to be brave about them, 
and we need to challenge 
each other — that, to me, is the 
legacy of PuSh.” - Fay Nass

“You just think about all those 
shows and all the different 
organizations and partners 
and artists that were working 
on those shows and the vast 
array of styles and ideas and 
the ravenous curiosity and 
appetite for material and 
performance that challenges 
us both in terms of its content 
but also in terms of its form.”  
- Marcus Youssef

“PuSh has always been a really 
important and vital gateway for 
artists here to have connection 
with the rest of the world. It’s 
done a huge service in terms 
of fostering artistic practice 
here, changing the way that we 
make work, and really building 
this into a special artistic 
community.” - Maiko Yamamoto

“The work that has been 
brought in has always 
expanded my possibilities. The 
stuff I’ve seen at PuSh has 
been incredibly inspiring, it’s 
like the tendrils overlapping 
through a bunch of worlds and 
it's just being drawn together 
by people's interest and 
enthusiasm.” - Veda Hille
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Accessible 
PuSh
The PuSh Festival’s accessibility program has made a significant 
impact on the community by ensuring that art and culture are more 
inclusive and accessible to a wide audience. The program's initiatives 
provide support for individuals with disabilities, those who are Deaf/
deaf, blind or low vision, low-income and for those who are neuro- 
diverse to participate in and experience the Festival.	

In 2025 these initiatives included:

•	 2 “extra live/always relaxed” presentations

•	 1 relaxed performance

•	 4 venue visual stories 

•	 7 show visual stories or equivalent access guides 

•	 2 shows with ASL-interpretation 

•	 4 shows with surtitles 

•	 5 visual shows with written introductions 
describing sound

•	 1 visual show with seating available providing 
access to felt sound

•	 1 recorded digital stream of a show available with 
captions

•	 4 post-show chats with LiveScrypt transcription 
services provided by request 

•	 8 vlogs

•	 1 Deaf Festival volunteer

•	 1 hard-of-hearing Festival volunteer

•	 2 shows with volunteer student ASL-interpreters 
assisting with pre-show communication 

PuSh by the Numbers
11,751
attendees

236
pieces of media 

coverage

17
days

59
performances

17
venues

365
artists & arts 

workers

86
industry & public 

engagement 
activities

231
local, national 

and international 
Delegates

212
free community 

tickets

114
youth passes

76%
programming led/

co-led by Black 
artists or artists of 

colour

52%
programming 
led/co-led by 
2SLGBTQIA+ 

artists
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12.8K link clicks
11K followers

944.5K views
3.3K link clicks
8.2K followers

112K show trailer views
12.3K Festival trailer views
825 subscribers

Website
From Festival Launch - Closing
201,141 website visits
42,850 website users

E-Newsletter
7K subscribers

Push Play Podcast
923 downloads
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S •	 24% of PuSh patrons are 
aged 15-34, with 53% 
aged 35-54

•	 85% said they planned 
to return to the Festival 
next year

•	 16% attended the 
Festival for the first time 
in 2025, while 28% have 
attended the Festival for 
3-5 years, and 10% from 
its inception 20 years 
ago

•	 90% of our patrons 
reside in Metro 
Vancouver

•	 94% believe the 
PuSh Festival makes 
Vancouver a better place 
to visit, live, or work
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Thank You to 
Our Patrons 
Circle Donors
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all PuSh Festival 
donors for their invaluable support, which enriches the 
cultural landscape and allows us to continue presenting 
innovative performing arts experiences.

VISIONARY DONORS ($15,000+)
Anako Foundation

SUSTAINING DONORS ($5,000–14,999)
McGrane-Pearson Endowment Fund,  
held at Vancouver Foundation
Anonymous

PRODUCER ($2,500 – 4,999)
Anndraya Luui

SUPPORTER ($150 – 499)
Alice & Larry Laberge
Andrea McKenzie
Anna Hilliar
Anonymous x3
Ardis Nelson
Borja Fisher-Brown
Brenda Leadlay
Brigitte R.
Caleigh Garland
Camilla Tibbs
Carole Gerson
Clayton Baraniuk &  
Jason Dubois
Dr Eugene Gorodetsky
Eden Bishop
Elizabeth Jauk
Eric Posen
Evelyn Harden
In memory of Nik Radosevic
James Anhorn & Patricia 
Walberg-Anhorn
Jane Holland
Jennifer Cheung
Jenny Lee Craig
Jeremy Berkman
Judith Coffin

Judy Lindsay
Julia Bahen &  
Matthew Milne
Karen Clarke
Keltie Forsyth
Leslie Nelson
Lori Nelson
Maria Oswald &  
Alex Wind
Michael Heeney &  
Hilary Meredith
Mimi Graham &  
Jason Newman
Miranda Huron
Naomi Campbell
Dr. Paula E. Meyler
Robert Lange  
(In Memory of  
Norman Armour)
Rudi Leibik
Stephen Heatley
Sue & Morris Biddle
Thea Easton
Todd Sieling
Tricia Knowles

FRIEND ($20 – 149)
Alexander Daughtry
Alon Nashman
Anne Olsen
Aurelie Puna
Beatriz Orbegoso
Betty Lou Phillips
Brenda Benham
Bridgette Rel
Bryan Common
Catherine Pungente
Christopher Lapinig
Corinna Hagel
Dan Du
David Cohen - Event Freight 
Logistics Inc.
David Parkes
Dayna Szyndrowski
Deborah Dunne
Donna Celle
Dr and Mr Bradstreet
Drea Moothu
Emma Chow
Emma Luna Davis
Gisela Beckmann
Heather Redfern
Jan Gordon

Jane Heyman
Jaspal Marwah
Jay Dodge
Jean-Christophe Bélisle Pipon
Jennifer R .Wilson
Jenny Magenta
John Ingram
Judy Harquail
Karen Martin
Lana Cherr
Laura June Albert
Leslie Hurtig
Lester Fong
Lisa Matyszewski
Lisa Mennell
Lys Stevens
Margaret Dickson
Margaret Smith
Mark Douglas
Matthew Blades
Milton Lim
Mo Dhaliwal
Pippa Johnstone &  
Nathan Howe
Raika Pancaroglu
Rita Wong

Ross (R H) Paul
Roxanne Rousseau
Selwyn Jacob
Shayna Goldberg
Sylvia Roberts
Sylvie Bouchard
Thuc Lam
Tine Dupris
Tracey Boulton

This list reflects donations made between May 1, 2024 and April 30, 
2025. If you have any questions about your recognition or support, 
please contact development@pushfestival.ca.

CURATOR ($1,000 – 2,499)
Annie & John Clarke
Anonymous 
Don & Mildred Kerr
Elsie & Audrey Jang Fund,  
held at Vancouver Foundation
Gabrielle Martin
Kathleen A MacDonald 
Kemo Schedlosky & Mark Gatha
Maija & Scott McLean
Melissa & Rod MacKay
Nicholas Szucs
Winkchop Productions Inc.

ADVOCATE ($500 – 999)
Bettina Szabo
Carol Newell
Dale Darychuk
Dana Cromie
David Pay & Brian Laberge
Fei Wong
Jai Djwa
Kathy Vito and Trevor Battye
Lainé Slater
Linda Rosas
Susan Loadman & Kent Gallie
Yvette Nolan



Thank You to Our Partners

FUNDERS

Black

CMYK

Pantone Consulat général de France
à Vancouver

PREMIER 
PARTNERS

MEDIA 
SPONSORS

“PuSh Festival has always captivated me for the panache 
and skilled curation of all its artistic endeavours. It's an 
adventure every event I attend.” - Linda Rosas, PuSh Donor
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PRESENTATION  
PARTNERS

TRAVEL & 
HOSPITALITY 

PARTNERS

COMMUNITY 
PROGRAM 
PARTNERS

Thank You to Our Partners

FESTIVAL  
SUPPORTERS



Staff & Board
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Gabrielle Martin

(OUTGOING) DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

Keltie Forsyth

MANAGING DIRECTOR (INCOMING) 

Annie Clarke

ADMINISTRATION & PATRON SERVICES MANAGER

Luka Kawabata

MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER

Tricia Knowles

FESTIVAL PRODUCER

Lindsay Nelson

ACCESSIBLE PUSH COORDINATOR

Andrea Cownden

PRODUCTION MANAGER

David Kerr

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR

Jessica Han

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT

Mary Cantelon

BOOKKEEPER

Crystal Passmore

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR

Rose Senat

INDUSTRY PRODUCER

Brian Postalian

YOUTH COORDINATOR

Chipo Chipaziwa
 
DESIGNER 

Steve Chow

SPONSORSHIP COORDINATOR

Trevor Battye

BOX OFFICE COORDINATOR

River Kero

DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATE 
EVENTS & HOSPITALITY COORDINATOR

Jenny Lee Craig

EVENTS & HOSPITALITY ASSISTANT

Kaila Kondo

BOX OFFICE STAFF

Amaruuk Bose
Amelia Brooker
Arthi Chandra
Larissa Lau
Monique Teate

COPYWRITER

Jordan Coulombe

DIGITAL MARKETER

Jesse Tanaka

SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATORS

Alison Chang
Sun Woo Baik
Victoria Guillen

Thank You
The PuSh staff extends a special thanks 
to their loved ones for their unwavering 
support. PuSh Festival also gratefully 
acknowledges the invaluable contributions 
of former staff and the arts and cultural 
community in the Lower Mainland who 
support our work as partners, contributors, 
and champions.

PuSh wouldn’t be what it is without this 
community, and we are grateful.

We would also like to thank outgoing staff 
members Sarah Sum and Alex Grigg and 
outgoing board members Camilla Tibbs 
(president), Johnny Wu (vice-president) 
and Thea Easton.

PUBLICIST

Jodi Smith

VIDEOGRAPHER

Darren Heroux

WEBSITE DESIGNER & DEVELOPER

Denim & Steel

PODCAST PRODUCERS

Ben Charland
Tricia Knowles

FESTIVAL PHOTOGRAPHERS

Scarlett Fontecha
Sayna Ghaderi
Chris Randle

PUSH FESTIVAL FOUNDERS

Norman Armour
Katrina Dunn

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Yvette Nolan (president)
Justin Neal (vice president)
Naomi Campbell
Selena Couture
Dale Darychuk
Marlene Ferhatoğlu
Erika Latta
Boomer Stacey



info@pushfestival.ca
604.605.8284 
1.866.608.8284

PuSh International Performing Arts Festival
110–750 Hamilton Street
Vancouver, BC V6B 2R5
Canada
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Charitable Registration Number:  
82954 9948 RR0001


